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The primary Federal agencies concerned with weather
modification activities are the Departments of Agriculture,
Commerce, Defense and Interior, plus the Environmental
Protection Agency, the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration and the National Science Foundation. The
Department of State is also interested in the effects on
other countries of weather modification efforts. Some
States also conduct weather modification programs.

In 1977 the Federal Government will spend about $20 million--
compared to $3 million in 1963 -- for such activities as fog,
cloud and precipitation modification; hail and lightning
suppression; amelioration of severe storms and hurricanes

and other related activities.

Most of the information gathering and analysis asked for by
the study required in S. 3383 has already been performed
recently by the Federal Government. During the past year,
the Domestic Council, through its Environmental Resources
Committee's Subcommittee on Climate Change, has completed
an extensive study of the role of the Federal Government

in weather modification. Composed of representatives from
several Government agencies, the subcommittee examined all
available documentation on the progress and problems in
weather modification, and through open hearings heard from
representatives of the scientific community, commerical sector,
State governments, conservation groups, agriculturalists,
and the legal field.

Arguments for Approval

-- The bill does offer an integrated approach to formulation
of Federal policy and includes private sector input.

Failure to approve could be viewed as "obstructionist" and
"uncooperative” on narrow procedural grounds.

The bill does not inhibit the ability of the Executive
Branch to make policy determinations.

Arguments for Disapproval

-- The bill is duplicative, to a great extent, of work
already done.

-— The "lead agency" approach is not necessarily wise for
this program in that it would reduce inventiveness
and be unfruitful.




Staff and Agency Recommendations

Approval

The Departments of Commerce, Transportation, State, Defense
and the Office of Science and Technology Policy recommend
approval.

OMB recommends approval but recommends that you instruct
the Secretary of Commerce: (1) to use all available studies
already completed as a foundation for this study; and (2)
to include all interested agencies on the study team,
including the Office of Science and Technology Policy.

(see enrolled bill report at Tab A)

Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office (Kilberg) and the
National Security Council recommend approval of the legislation.

Disaggroval

The Department of the Interior recommends disapproval because
it believes S. 3383 is premature and would duplicate the
recent work of the Domestic Council.

Recommendation

I recommend that you sign S. 3383 at Tab B. There is little
harm done by this legislation and the bill does not reduce
the power of the President to lay out the policy guidelines
to the Secretary.




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

0CT 7 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Enrolled Bill S. 3383 - National Weather Modification
Policy Act of 1976
Sponsors ~ Sen. Pearson (R) Kansas and Sen. Bellmon
(R) Oklahoma

Last Day for Action
October 13, 1976 - Wednesday

Pu pose

Authorizes and directs the Secretary of Commerce to conduct a study
on weather modification and recommend a national weather modification
policy and a national weather modification research and development
program.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval

Department of Commerce Approval
Department of State Approval
Department of Defense Approval
Department of Transportation Approval
Office of Science and Technology
Policy Approval
Energy Research and Development
Administration Approval
Department of Justice No objection{Informally)
National Science Foundation No objection
Department of Agriculture Defers to Comm?EgF
National Aeronautics and Space nformally)
Administration Defers to Commerce
Environmental Protection Agency Defers to Commeff% ‘
Department of Housing and Urban nformally
Development Defers
Department of Intexior Disapproval




Discussion

S. 3383 would direct the Secretary of Commerce to conduct a study
which would include:

a review and analysis of research efforts and
needs in weather modification technology;

an assessment of the potential economic importance
and legal, social, and ecological implications of
expanded weather modification activities;

the formulation of options for a model regulatory
code for domestic weather modification activities;

recommendations for legislation at all levels of
government, and an assessment of the adequacy of
funding from all sources for weather modification
activities;

a review of the international importance and implica-
tions of weather modification activities by the
United States, including the feasibility of an inter-
national agreement on peaceful uses of weather
modification; and

an assessment of the roles of the various Federal
departments and agencies involved in weather modi-
fication.

Within 1 year of enactment of this bill, the Secretary would be
required to submit a report to the President and Congress on the
findings, conclusions, and recommendations of the above study.

The report would include a recommended national policy on weather
modification and a national weather modification research and develop-
ment program. The Secretary would also recommend (1) Federal funding
Tevels for the R&D program, and (2) any changes in the organization
of Federal agencies required to implement the proposed new weather
policy and R&D program.

To carry out the study and prepare the report, S. 3383 would
authorize appropriations of $1,000,000 in fiscal year 1977. Commerce
does not have funds in its existing 1977 budget specifically
earmarked for this purpose, and if the bill were approved, a
supplemental budget request might have to be submitted to the next
Congress.
























































































































